SYLLABUS
of
«Methodology and practice of meta-analytical research in the Social Sciences»

4 ECTS Credits

Duration of the Course 
Autumn: October 26 - 31 
Spring: April 5 - 10 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The subject of the course is focused on understanding of meta-analysis techniques in the social sciences.

Aim of the course:
The aim of the course is to provide – form an understanding of the methodology and practice of meta-analytical research in the social Sciences, effectively navigate the variety of publications in order to find the most reliable information.

Recommended previous courses: 
" Mathematical statistics and mathematical methods in psychology"
" History of psychology"

Recommended previous skills and techniques:
Practice in article reviews, critical thinking.

After completing the course, the students are expected to be able to:
· analyze alternative solutions to research and practical problems;
· use information resources on the subject of ongoing research do an systematic analysis of strategies and initiatives of child care and youth psychological services in foreign countries;
· present scientific results in the form of publications in journals.

Cognitive abilities and non-subject specific skills
During the course students will develop:
· logical skills;
· creative activity;
· practical skills.

The following methods and forms of study are used in the course:
· Lectures;
· Discussions;
· Analyze the problem by using of reference journals and web resources.

The discipline can be implemented partially or completely using the University's EIOS (EO and DOT). Classroom classes and other forms of contact work between students and the teacher can be conducted using Microsoft Teams platforms, including online lectures and online seminars. The course «Methodology and practice of meta-analytical research in the social sciences» is implemented during the academic mobility week.

Content of the discipline
Module 1. Introduction to the theory and methodology of meta-analytical research in the social sciences. 
A brief history of systematic reviews of empirical research. 
Varieties of systematic reviews: quantitative and qualitative syntheses.
Meta-analysis as a systematic quantitative synthesis of data from various empirical studies.
Implementation of the meta-analytical research methodology.
Critical issues in the implementation of a typical meta-analytical study in the social sciences.
Module 2. Key components of practical implementation and critical analysis of a typical meta-analytical study in the social sciences.
Overview of the basic concepts of statistical analysis.
Rules and mechanisms for extracting "values of the effect». 
Justification and selection of an analytical model for aggregation of individual effects values. 
Systematic coding and analysis of modeling variables. 

Forms of control
During each module of the course the students are supposed to participate in discussion and analyze the problem by using of reference journals and web resources. 
The grade consists mostly of an interview. After the successful completion the students will gain 4 credits.
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