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Semester when the course 

unit is delivered 

Spring semester 
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Level of course unit (for 

ex., Second cycle – 

Master level) 

Master Level 

ECTS credits 5 

Admission requirements   

Course objectives (aims) The course aims to form a general knowledge and a holistic understanding about 

the main stages and patterns of the formation and evolution of various kinds of 

consciousness – ethnical, cultural, religious, political – in Russian society as a 

whole and its segments and strata, about the specifics of these processes in 

comparison with foreign countries. 
 

Course contents The course consists of three modules. The first introductory module “Origination 

of Russian Ethno-political and Religious Consciousness” is dedicated to the first 

pages of Russian history, when the most long-liver notions, ideas and myths 

about Russian people and state germinated to become the work stock for various 

(self)imaginations, theories and conceptions later, in Modern Era. This content is 

represented in two modules: “The Transformations of Russian Identity in the Age 

of Modernization” and “Russian ‘Age of Extremes’: reconsiderations of 

reconsiderations”. 

Learning outcomes On successful completion of the course, students are to be able to: 

• know the main facts in the process of forming and evolution of ethnic and 

political consciousness in Russia; 

• understand the main trends, internal and external factors in the evolution 

of Russian identity;  

• analyze the content of ideological doctrines reflecting the various aspects 

of consciousness in Modern History of Russia; 

• discern correlation and interdependency between internal development of 

Russian society and external impacts in transformations of Russian 

identity;  

• discern and interpret political, religious and ethno-cultural background of 

contemporary consciousness in Russia; 

• understand and analyze the influence of religion and historical experience 

on evolution of Russian identity; 

• present coherent arguments to answer questions both orally and in 

writing. 



 

Planned learning 

activities and teaching 

methods (for ex., lectures 

with a variety of 

examples and practice) 

• Lectures  

• Seminars 

• Colloquium 

• Writing  

• Self-study  

• Use of different reference books and Internet resources  

At the end of the course the students are supposed to write an essay, make an 

oral presentation and participate in discussion. 

Assessment methods and 

criteria 
Students are required to 

• attend class lectures and seminars; 

• write an essay; 

• represent the main ideas of essay in oral presentation at the colloquium; 

• be prepared to participate in final course discussion. 

Course literature 

(recommended or 

required) 

• Billington J., Parthé R.  The Search for a New Russian National Identity: 

Russian Perspectives. Washington, D.C., 2003. 

• The Cambridge History of Russia. Vol. I. From Early Rus’ to 1689. Ed.d 

by Maureen Perrie. Cambridge etc, 2006. 

• The Cambridge History of Russia. Vol. II. Imperial Russia, 1689 -1917. 

Ed. by Dominic Lieven. Cambridge etc, 2006.  

• The Cambridge History of Russia. Vol. III. The Twentieth Century Ed. by 

Ronald Grigor Suny. Cambridge etc, 2006. 

• Likhacheva A., Makarov I. National Identity and Future of Russia. Valdai 

Discussion Club Report. Moscow, 2014.  

 

 


