
Course description  

 
 “Russian Modernization” 

Department responsible 

for the course 
Institute of History & International Relations 

MA Historical-Humanitarian Expertise 
 

Lecturer  Prof. Ludmila V. Mininkova 

mnkrot@sfedu.ru 

Semester when the course 

unit is delivered 
Spring semester 

Teaching hours per week 2  

Level of course unit (for 

ex., Second cycle – 

Master level) 

Master Level 

ECTS credits 5 

Admission requirements   

Course objectives (aims) The characteristic features of Russian modernization variant are highlighted in 

the course. Its aims to form a comprehensive holistic understanding of prolonged 

and problematic character of Russian modernization processes.  The theory of 

modernization is defined as the transition from the traditional society to modern 

one, from the agrarian society to industrial one. Such interpretation allows to 

study Russian state transformations of XVIII – XX centuries in all spheres of 

society activities. 

Course contents The course consists of six modules: “Sources and historiography of the course”, 

“Power modernization projects in the 17th century”, “Attempts to modernize 

Russian power in the eighteenth century”, “Attempts to modernize Russian 

power in the nineteenth century”, “Formation of the theory of Russian 

modernization” and “Attempts to constitutional reforms of Russian power in the 

early twentieth century”. Special attention is paid to the absence of start 

conditions satisfactory forming for carrying out of modernization processes; to 

the overtaking model which was realized through “challenges” of the West to the 

Russian (Slavic) civilization; to political elite’s paramount importance for 

carrying out of modernization reforms 

Learning outcomes On successful completion of the course, students are to be able to know: 

• methodological foundations of the study of problems of modernization in 

Russia; 

• research methods of the problems of constitutionalism in Russia; 

• the content and goals of the transformation of the system of state power in 

Russia of the seventeenth and early twentieth centuries; 

• main government projects for reforming the system of self-preservation 

and proposals of public groups and movements in the study period; 

• concepts and terms of modernization, constitutionalism, state power, the 

legislative sphere and political and legal social thought. 

Planned learning 

activities and teaching 

methods (for ex., lectures 

• Lectures  

• Seminars 

• Colloquium 



with a variety of 

examples and practice) 
• Writing  

• Self-study  

Assessment methods and 

criteria 
Students are required to 

• attend class lectures and seminars; 

• write an essay; 

• take part in colloquiums. 

Course literature 

(recommended or 

required) 

• The Cambridge History of Russia. Vol. II. Imperial Russia, 1689 -1917. 

Ed. by Dominic Lieven. Cambridge etc, 2006.  

• The Cambridge History of Russia. Vol. III. The Twentieth Century Ed. by 

Ronald Grigor Suny. Cambridge etc, 2006. 

• Hosking G.A. Russia: People and Empire, 1552-1917. Cambridge (Mas.), 

2001. 

• Billington J. Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the Revolutionary 

Faith. NewYork, 1980. 

• Dixon S. The Modernisation of Russia 1676-1825. Cambridge etc, 1999. 

• Anderson B. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and 

Spread of Nationalism. New York, 1983. 

 


